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School Board - President's Message
2017 has seen Yipirinya School get back on track with a full
year for our new Principal Lorraine Sligar to get a firm grip
on what’s needed to be done in the school to get structure
and leadership back.
The School Council has had discussions centred around
future planning for the School with new buildings, Eco
friendly energy saving systems (solar power). Developing a
master plan for future Infrastructure and development
more technology for student learning.
I would like to thank my fellow Council members for their
contributions and support during the year (2017). I would
also like to thank the Cultural Advisory Committee for their
important contribution to the School. They are an important and valued group of people
in maintaining our cultural learning at Yipirinya School.
The Council also wish all the graduating students the very best for the next phase of
their lives.
Finally the School would not be the place it is today without our people. I acknowledge
the hard work of the Teachers, Teachers Assistants, Language Teachers, Front Office
staff, Early Years Learning Centre, Administrative, Liaison, Kitchen staff, all Support
Staff, Cleaners and the Principal and her senior staff. Together, everyone is important,
everyone has something to give.
A big thank you to all parents and carers who have trusted our staff to teach and nurture
their children.
Thank you to all Government agencies, Funky Trunks, Association of Independent Schools
Northern Territory, Congress and all the organisations who assisted and supported our
school throughout the year and thank you to our visiting Schools for their support and
generosity.
Finally a reminder that 2018 is the 40th Anniversary of Yipirinya School’s operations.
The School Council thanks you all and wish you all a happy and safe Christmas and New
Year.
Thank You
Jungala Kriss
President
Arthur Ah Chee
Conrad Wiseman
Dawn Ross
Harold Furber
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Principal's Message
From The Principal

It’s hard to believe that my second year at Yipirinya is
coming to an end and to repeat last’s year’s comment –
what a year!
This year has taken us through the period of transition
and into growth as a school with an ongoing commitment
to quality teaching and learning for all students in our
care.

Our school vision remains the same:
To provide quality education to the children of Indigenous families in Alice Springs and
surrounds so that they are equipped with what they need to live positive and fulfilling
lives.
I will report on some matters required as an annual assessment report displayed for
public scrutiny. This includes information available on the “My School” website and results
from the National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests.
Curriculum Matters
NAPLAN
Every year students in Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 sit
national tests in literacy and numeracy. We
are required to participate in these tests as
part of an agreement with the Federal
Government who provide funding for the
school.
The tests themselves are aimed at
mainstream students who have English as
their first language and at this point in time
they tell us very little about the progress our
students make every day.
Having said that, we had a small number of
students whose results place them just under
national averages in one or two areas. This is
encouraging as the progress of these
students can be tracked over the next few
years.
NAPLAN 2017 student reports will be sent
home with school reports at the end of Term
4.
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Direct Instruction – What is it?
Last year I gave a brief description of Direct Instruction and I will repeat it this year
for families who joined the school this year.
Direct Instruction is a method of teaching based on the theory that clear instruction
with no misunderstandings can greatly improve and speed up learning.
Yipirinya started Direct Instruction as the method for delivery of our literacy program
at the start of Term 1 2016. All students were tested and placed at a level with other
students with the same skills. The groups are organized by the level of program that is
appropriate for students rather than the students’ year level.
This year we are seeing the results of the program and the hard work by both students
and teachers. Teachers have been testing the reading level of students and the results
for many students have been outstanding. We now have numerous students across the
school who are reading at an age appropriate level or above with many other students well
on the way.
The significance of these results cannot be overstated; as students become confident
readers they generally become more confident in other areas of their schooling and they
are able to access other curriculum areas such as Science in a more meaningful way.
Sadly, we have students who have not made any significant progress in Direct
Instruction or other subject areas and this is largely due to the lack of consistent
attendance. (See below)

Attendance
Attendance at Yipirinya is managed according to guidelines provided by the Northern
Territory Department of Education.
A roll is marked by each classroom teacher twice each day. Non-attendance may result in
a phone call from our liaison team or a home visit. Continued non-attendance will be
referred to Truancy Officers.
Our attendance figures over the past year have been low, ranging from an average of
47% to 55%. This is significantly lower than last year and studies have shown that
students will not make any real progress at school until their attendance rates are over
80%. This sounds high but in reality this equates to four days per week. We still have a
long way to go with our attendance and last year I wrote that I hoped to have better
news as far as attendance figures for 2017 but sadly that is not the case.
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Language and Culture Program
Our language and culture program has continued to develop this year and teachers have
worked with Kumalie Riley to further develop programs and resources.
Each term this year every year group participated in a Language and Culture Excursion
with trips to areas of cultural and historical significance.
This year I heard a quote from a young Indigenous person from New Zealand, she said,
“When I know who I am and where I come from I know where I am going.” This comment
provides an insight into the importance of our Language and Culture program and how the
program can help Yipirinya students begin to understand the incredible and complex
journey their people have taken over thousands of years to be here today in 2017 in Alice
Springs.
We are privileged to have access to our Cultural Advisory Committee to provide guidance
on all things related to language, culture and history and I would like to thank them for
their contribution over the past year.

Sport and Other Activities
During 2017 our students have participated in a many sporting, cultural and enrichment
activities including tennis, cricket running, and of course swimming lessons.

Years five and six have been regular participants in the Interschool sport competition
with basketball and golf proving to be very popular.
We were very fortunate to have another intensive workshop from the Bell Shakespeare
Company who spent two weeks with students across the school culminating in a wonderful
performance of Shakespeare’s Macbeth.
This is the fifth year that Bell Shakespeare have worked with Yipirinya students and the
confidence of all participants was testimony to the enthusiasm and patience of Huw and
Abby.
We are very grateful to Bell Shakespeare for their continuing support and to Huw and
Abby for their work with our students this year.
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Music
I would like to thank Peter Lowson for his continuing enthusiasm and work with the Drum
Atweme Program. Peter has worked with our Primary students throughout the year and
the drummers are often asked to perform at public events which is a reflection of
Peter’s ongoing commitment to the program.
This year students performed at the Bachelor Graduation Ceremony when they led the
procession before the ceremony. This year Yipirinya drummers were invited to perform
at the Alice Beat Festival and I was privileged to be in the audience to see their
performance. Well done to all involved.
Edward Gould has continued to work with students in the primary school and we have
been lucky enough to hear many songs at our school assemblies. Our recent Family Day
concert showcased some wonderful performances and I was very impressed to see so
many students singing on the stage joined by the school band and Warren H. Williams.
I would like to thank Ed for his continuing support this year. Ed worked throughout the
year during the school holidays on a holiday music program and this program has
continued during term time with weekly practice sessions for our school band. This would
not have been possible without Sallie Fidock who gave up many days of her holidays to
assist Ed and Josef Egger who has also given up many hours for the program. Thanks to
all three for their dedication and commitment.

Staff Matters
Our Assistant Teachers have again taken up the challenge as Direct Instruction teachers
and their ongoing professionalism and dedication to our students continues to impress.
Two staff members graduated from Bachelor this year:
Suzii Shaw – Certificate 3 in Education Support.
Lachlan Sharpe – Diploma in Education Support
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I would like to thank our classroom teachers for their work this year, the care and
genuine commitment to our students is always evident, even with the most challenging
students who require that extra level of patience and understanding.
You will see and read some of the stories in the pages to follow.
Jane Conaghan left us in August this year after many years of dedicated service as our
Special Needs teacher. Jane is enjoying her retirement with her family overseas.
We cannot forget the work our bus drivers and liaison team do throughout the year led
by Willem and Cathy to ensure our students are safely at school and that we have regular
contact with parents. Sherry Lowah joined the liaison team this year and she has been a
welcome addition to this very important role.

A special thanks to our cleaners Birgit and
Riquito who do a difficult job with
professionalism and still manage to smile!
Our canteen staff Navi and Ajay have
continued to provide healthy and tasty meals
for our students. A special thanks for the
Christmas lunch provided to families on our
last Family Day.
I would like to thank Marnie Carrison who
took over as the acting Deputy Principal in
July and who has been a great support
throughout the year.
To Yvonne Swao, Anya Riley, and of course
Colleen Powell – we couldn’t do this without
you. The office staff are often complimented by visitors due to the friendly welcome
they receive and willingness to help. Thanks for all their behind the scenes work to
ensure the smooth running of the school.
I would like to finish by wishing all students and staff a wonderful and safe Christmas
and New Year.
Lorraine Sligar,
Principal, December 2017
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Awards - 2017
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Family Day Concert
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Family Day Lunch
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Early Years Learning Centre
What a great year we have had for 2017. We welcomed lots of new children at the beginning of the
year which have stayed with us throughout. Using the Early Years Learning Framework [EYLF] as our
guide, we have provided these children with a secure, respectful and reciprocal environment. We have
seen strong partnerships formed with children, parents and carers and provided exciting, interesting
and ongoing learning to encourage children to develop to their full potential.
At Yipirinya Early Years Learning Centre we meet the needs of the children, as individuals and in
groups, through play. We use the EYLF to provide experiences that cover all outcomes:
•
•
•
•
•

Children have a strong sense of identity.
Children are connected with and contribute to their world.
Children have a strong sense of wellbeing.
Children are confident and involved learners.
Children are effective communicators.

Outcome 1:
Children have a strong sense of identity is covered by implementing experiences that encourage
children to feel safe, secure and supported. This is to develop their independence, confidence and
social skills. This can be achieved with things like fancy dress ups, initiating conversations and
following basic routines. We had so much fun with these activities.

Children Initiating conversation whist colouring

Lisa facilitating a group time

Children Initiating conversation whist colouring

(part of our daily routine)

Outcome 2:
Children are connected with and contribute to
their world is covered by implementing
experiences that give children a sense of
belonging where they are able to respond to
diversity with respect. Here children learn to
show respect to others, with fairness and
respect to the environment. This can be
achieved by implementing project/group work,
learning about living creatures, role playing and
advocating for friends. We did LOTS of group
work throughout the year.
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Group experiences give children a sense of
belonging

Outcome 3:
Children have a strong sense of wellbeing is
implemented to encourage children to become strong in
their social and emotional wellbeing. It encourages
them to take increasing responsibility for their own
health and physical wellbeing. This can be achieved by
implementing experiences that encourage children’s
independence: eating, dressing etc., and to manage
their own emotions. Staff spend a lot of one on one
time with ALL children to build trusting relationships
which also assists in developing children confidence
levels.

Quiet areas encourage children
to regulate their own emotions.

Rian investigating the magnets
and how they stick together

Encouraging self-help skills
develops independence

Yipirinya Doctors Clinic

Outcome 4:
Children are confident and involved learners is encouraged by developing children curiosity,
problem solving and investigation skills. Here children transfer what they have learnt from one area to
another learning through both processed and natural materials.
Outcome 5:
Children are effective communicators. This outcome if implemented by encouraging the children
to interact verbally and non-verbally. This can be done during play times where educators interact
with the children, during mat times where we sing songs. Through art, where children have
opportunities to express themselves and through dramatic play where children are given
opportunities to talk to each other.

Yipirinya School Magazine 2017

Page 12

Transition

YERRE AKWEKE CLASS

All the students who have regularly attended school this year have made great progress
in every area of their school life. It has been a rewarding and gratifying time to see
them mature and grow more confident in their blossoming abilities.
Every term this year we have read and enjoyed a different Fairy tale. The children
really enjoyed them and they are great for boosting imagination. They can help to teach
us right from wrong and can also help children deal with emotions they may be
experiencing, similar to a familiar character in a Fairy tale (such as Cinderella feeling sad
and miserable).
In first term we read “ Little Red Riding Hood” and enjoyed designing, constructing and
painting a house for the grandma in that story.
During Term 2 we had a great time at the Library, listening to “The Cow Who Tripped
Over The Moon” and participating in associated activities when it was National
Simultaneous Story telling day. The children all enjoyed meeting the library mascot, a
‘dog’ named Booka. Our chosen story for this term was “The Gingerbread Man” and we all
enjoyed making and eating some gingerbread men. We kept some to use in a science
experiment to see what would happen if we put a gingerbread man into different liquids.
We saw that some swelled up and some stayed the same.
In Term 3 our story was “Cinderella” and we were able to look at different versions and
compare them, and then choose the story we liked best. A task that the children
enjoyed doing was to design and make a crown suitable for Cinderella to wear when she
married her Prince. We were fortunate to have another trip to the Library for National
Science Week. The children took part in some fun activities learning about magnetism,
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This term we have been enjoying the story of “The Three Billy Goats Gruff” and have
worked on sequencing the story, whilst retelling it in our own words.

We plan to construct a bridge for the three billy goats to cross over, using readily
available classroom materials.
A few of our students are now becoming confident in their knowledge of a short list of
basic sight words, helping them in their progress towards becoming independent readers.
They have successfully completed reading basic emergent readers focusing on given sight
words such as ‘my’, ‘at’ or ‘is’.
In Mathematics we have been busy learning many things, some of these being: naming and
sequencing the days of the week correctly, rote counting forwards and backwards to and
from 30, recognising and naming all basic 2D shapes. We have begun on interpreting
simple graphs using pictures of familiar objects and also using concrete materials to help

During ICT sessions all the students have enjoyed working with Jim, learning how to use
the i-pads for various activities, like writing, drawing and taking a photograph of
themselves.
Jill, Rosslyn and Fernanda
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Page 14

Year 1

YERRAMPE CLASS

Year One Yerrampe Class have had a very busy and productive year!
Each morning we do DI rotations where we learn oral language with Kylie, spelling with Ed
and reading with Sallie. The students have been working very hard in DI lessons and have
some made some impressive progress. In maths we have been learning how to count, read
and write numbers. We enjoy playing games each day to get better at working with
numbers.
In term 4 Bell Shakespeare came to visit Yipirinya school for two weeks. The yerrampe
class wrote a play about a sabre tooth polar bear that was lost in the desert and needed
the help of kangaroos, eagles and emus to get back home. All of the students did a
fantastic job of learning how to act out the parts of different animals. They were all
very brave and performed the play, with costumes, in front of the whole school audience.
During the school day students win Yipirinya 20 cent coins for being responsible, being
respectful and being a learner. Each student in yerrampe class chooses a prize and saves
up their money to buy the prize. On Friday afternoon we count up all our money to see if
we can take home our prize. This has been a very exciting part of each Friday. Students
that come to school everyday and stay inside the classroom win $5 at assembly to put
towards buying a prize. This semester we have had lots of students taking home exciting
prizes such as sporting equipment, Lego and dress-ups.
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The students have named the following activities as their favourite things to do at
school:
•

Singing with Ed.

•

Drumming with Peter Lowson.

•

Learning with iPads

•

Playing Bluearth games outside.

•

Going to the Bush Schools Swimming Carnival at the Town Pool.

•

Going to Simpson’s Gap with the language teachers.

•

Counting up prize money on Friday afternoon.

•

Playing with playdough.

•

Learning a dance for family day.

•

Building with Lego.

•

Drawing and painting.

•

Lunchtime swimming at the school pool.

•

Building things out of recycled boxes and items.

•

Playing in the classroom with the baby dolls.

Well done everyone in the Yerrampe Class for being such fantastic learners at school in
2017!
Sallie Fidock (teacher), Kylie Bethel (assistant teacher) and Ed Gould (DI tutor)
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Year 2

LAPAJI CLASS

Year 2 have been working hard with their learning which involves the school rules which we all know
are the 3B’s. In the class every child has received a 3B’s award that is given out at the Friday
assemblies. We have celebrated many birthdays over the year.

Birthday celebrations

Learning some of the school rules

We always start the learning day off with Direct Instruction which the students are now expert
learners and know the routine of the lesson. Students are improving and passing the check outs
and mastery tests. This means that they are progressing towards new levels in Reading and
Language.

Tarzan joining in on the D.I. lesson earning

Gloria reading to Tarzan

Throughout the year we have had visitors from other schools. We have learnt how to play cricket,
and every week Josh comes and we do Bluearth which is a form of P.E. Our music lessons are with
Ed and we learn to sing songs and learn to play the drums with Peter and other various
instruments to improvise, practice songs and rhymes. We also learnt how to play tennis which was
great fun.
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Math’s has all been about learning numbers. Numbers are everywhere we look. We have counted
pumpkin seeds from a big slimy squashy pumpkin. To counting dots on a dice and how many times
we can throw and catch a tennis ball and then write the number down. The students also did many
tests in maths and were just like big kids and had to sit by themselves.

Counting numbers

Learning about shapes

Science we have learnt about Chemicals and how you can mix things together. The students
enjoyed mixing water, oil and glitter together and see what happened when the bottles were
turned upside down. Also mixing lots of food together just like the chefs, Scientists and Witches
like to make. The students pretended that they were the people and enjoyed making a mess.

Students using different chemicals to make mixtures.
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Art was very good as we used and experimented with different materials, techniques using
different technologies and processes to make artworks. The students learnt to create and display
artworks to communicate ideas and thoughts.

Korie making a picture with circles and lots of colour

Students making pictures with string

Year 2 students and their art poster
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Year 2 students having some fun in class.

We hope that everyone at Yipirinya School have had a great and fantastic time this year in 2017
and we hope to see you all back in 2018.
Year 2 students, Deborah and Lachlan
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Year 3

MAKU CLASS

Year 3 has been busy being respectful, responsible leaners and we have done lots of fun
things this year and here are a few of them.
Tarzan has visited Year 3, on a number of occasions this year. Tarzan was a model
student in DI, he said his sounds on signal, read the words and completed his worksheets.
He enjoyed being teacher the best. Tarzan joined in with all of our learning activities,
always trying his best.
In PE we have participated in many things including cricket skills; however, Year 3
especially enjoyed practising their Tennis skills in a variety of team games and swimming
lessons are another popular activity.
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In Health, we have been thinking about the school values, which are Be a learner,
respectful and responsible. We explored how to develop a success attitude. We learnt
about feeling safe in different situations. We have also been exploring feelings and how
to make calm choices.

In Science our topic was Earth and space, we learnt that the Sun is the light source for
Earth, and that the rotation of the Earth produces Day and Night. We explored shadows
using our own bodies and shadow puppets we designed and made. We also conducted
shadow investigations using sticks and sundials we had created.
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In Design and Technology, we observed all the different materials used to build different
types of house structures around the world. We investigated the strength of different
materials and shapes to decided which were the best to build with. We worked
collaboratively to build houses out of straw, sticks and bricks for the Three Little Pigs,
we persevered even when we found it hard to make a stable house structure using those
materials.

In Art we mainly focused on exploring ideas and artworks from different cultures and
times, especially around the theme of fire. We then used these as inspiration to explore
different materials and techniques to create our own artwork.
In Dance we studied Fire dances from a variety of cultures. We then worked together in
groups to explore different movements to represent fire. We practised these
movements, developing them into a sequence representing the life of a fire. We enjoyed
performing our Fire dances wearing collage fire headbands and wrist bands we had made.
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In Numeracy we have been focusing on exploring number, saying, reading, writing,
comparing and ordering numbers, we are also connecting numerals to number words. We
have explored and practised our numbers in a variety of ways and we particularly enjoyed
working together to complete our activities. We also practised measuring objects, learnt
positional language and how to describe routes. We especially enjoyed using coordinates
for finding things on our Treasure maps. We have also been learning how to use the
mathematical knowledge we have been practising to solve various word problems, and to
explain our thinking; therefore, sharing the different ways we worked out the answer.

Sharmon & Yassie
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Year 4

MALU CLASS

Year 4 have been engaged in lots of interesting activities throughout the year. We have
focused on classroom activities that encourage good learner behaviour by working on set
tasks from the planning stage through to completion. This has enabled students to take
more pride in their work, knowing that they have not given up before finishing a task.
Some examples of this can be seen in the work done for Design Technology. Students
learned about tie dying; the process, how to apply the die and how to visualise the final
outcome. They also designed and made bead jewelry and Christmas gifts that were taken
to Old Timers and given to the residents.
Students also learned about traditional painting. They learned what each of the symbols
represent and then created their own story on paper before painting onto canvas. Their
assistant teacher, Marlene, also helped them to create a painting for Naidoc celebrations.

Naidoc Week painting
Learning how to tie dye

Planning a story for painting
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Painting a traditional story

In science lessons we learned about the various uses of water in our community and the
importance of not wasting water. To help understand this more the students, in
addition to their written work, painted pictures and built a garden from clay and gum
nuts. We looked at the traditional use of water and made stories about important local
water sites.
For Aboriginal Literacy Week year 4 students wrote a book in English and other

Ways we use water

Simpson’s Gap

Planning the book

Writing the story

Putting the book together

Completed book
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Recently, Year 4 went on an excursion to visit the residents of Old Timers. We chose to
do this as a way of connecting more with our community, students made small gifts for
the residents, who were very happy to receive them. They also played music and sang
songs.

At the beginning of the year each student
thought about their learning goals for the
year. Some students have worked well
towards their goals and some have not,
due to not attending school regularly or
not remaining in class all day.
To those Year 4 students who have worked
hard and achieved good learning outcomes
this year – Congratulations!!
Gail and Marlene

Painting a traditional story
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IRRARNTE CLASS

Year 5

Irrarnte (Red-tailed Black Cockatoo) class have had a great semester this year at
Yipirinya School. We have done some great learning in all our subjects and have enjoyed
participating in a range of exciting activities.
In class we have been working hard on our literacy in Direct Instruction, especially with
our reading. Pleasingly most of us have made great progress, especially those who have
tried their best to be at school everyday! We have also been making good progress in
numeracy in Maths, learning our times tables and how to add and subtract numbers up to
1000!

Learning with Lego in ICT

Cooking our very own pizzas in the pizza oven

Other subjects that we have really enjoyed have been Language & Culture, ICT, Visual
Arts, HASS, Music and PE. In Visual Arts we have designed football jumpers, made
colourful designs with nail and yarn and also constructed a wooden carry box. In ICT in
Term 3 we have enjoyed the challenge of learning about the first steps in computer
programming. In Term 4 we have begun learning about loads with the aid of Lego and have
constructed Lego seesaws and wheelbarrows. Probably our favourite activity in ICT was
the documenting of our pizzas on our iPads using ‘Book Creator’. We made so many pizzas
that we were able to share them with others students and staff from other classes!
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Other highlights of the semester have included excursions with our Language & Culture
teachers. In Term 3 we had the privilege of going to Yirara College to celebrate ‘Our
Languages Matter’ as part of NAIDOC week. We got to participate in a number of
activities including art, drumming and volleyball which were lots of fun! We also enjoyed
trips to Jay Creek and Simpsons Gap. We were also fortunate to have Bell Shakespeare
come to school for two weeks in Term 4. We all enjoyed learning off Hugh and Abby as
they guided us through the play of Macbeth and our performance up on the big stage.

Visiting Yirara College for NAIDOC week
Physical Education (PE) has been one of our favourite subjects. In Term 3 we were fortunate to have
visiting tennis and cricket programs. These programs helped prepare us for our interschool sport
where we played other schools in modified tennis and cricket games at Traeger Park. Everyone
performed exceptionally well, with many students winning their games. In Term 4 we enjoyed playing
some new sports including Lawn Bowls and Golf, again all students displayed a very high level of skill.
With the warmer weather we have also enjoyed our weekly swimming lessons at school. Many
students can now swim the length of the pool with both freestyle and backstroke.

Bowling - Friday Sport
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Cricket

Birdwatching Studies

Drumming

Preparing Pizzas

Woodworking

Swimming Lessons

Woodworking
We are all looking forward to having a safe and happy holiday and returning to Yipirinya School next
year as Year 6 students!
Jeremy & Suzii
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Year 6

KARLI CLASS

Year 6, once again have had a busy year. In term 1 as well as the usual curriculum learning,
we took part in some First Aid Training where students learnt how to respond and help in
a situation where an injury had occurred. Drumming continued to be a very popular lesson
as was singing – especially when the instruments were produced.

Interschool sports included AFL, soccer and netball. Swimming was once again very
popular at school.

We also had a visitor from Holyoake, she talked to the students about Health and making
healthy decisions. The highlight of these visits was wearing the glasses that made it very
difficult to walk in a straight line!
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Term 2 saw the students take part in interschool basketball and athletics.

As part of our HASS learning we took a visit to the telegraph station and learnt about
the history of Alice Springs.
In Term 3 Year 6 teamed up with Year 4 for Design and Technology, students learnt how
to Tie Dye, make a sock bag, make lanterns, beading, and importantly how to design an
item before producing it.

The class continued to enjoy interschool sports and sports at school, which included
tennis and cricket.
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Term four was a return to the pool, ,
Bell Shakespeare and a production of MacBeth, in which the students who took part had a
thoroughly enjoyable experience and performed wonderfully.

Along with Year 4, as part of the Design Technology sessions we visited Older Timers and
gave a drum performance and presented the residents with cards and boxes the students
had designed and created. Many thanks to Peter Lowson for organizing the drumming and
putting on such a great show. Miss Gayle and I, and everyone from Old Timers thought
the show was wonderful.

I have been fortunate to teach most of these students for the past two years and have
been impressed with their perseverance, resilience, good humour and efforts they put
into learning and getting to school. I wish all of them the very best for 2018.
Good luck to all of you.
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IRRETYE CLASS

Secondary

We celebrated Jayquin’s 13th birthday and Patrick’s 17th this semester sharing yummy
cake with family, staff and students. We thank you Peter.
Semester 2 has been a busy and productive term. Students have camped overnight at
Rainbow Valley and spent 4 awesome nights in Yulara Secondary participated in the Uluru
marathon run for the second year in a row. All of us coming home medal winners! Camping
out was fun, cooking, eating a lot, telling jokes and stories around a camp fire. Just lovely,
special moments shared between staff and students. Our photos will tell our story
further.
Secondary have put together some bikes and have been out riding in the local area
developing fitness levels. They continue to attend the gym each week building strength,
endurance and resilience.
HASS: Students are learning about ‘Our Changing Community’. They have studied the Ice
Age, Country and Place and Aboriginal people.
In math all students continue to develop their place value, addition, subtraction and
multiplication skills.
In English Secondary students are moving smoothly through the DI continuously
developing reading, writing and comprehension skills. Our class novel this semester is
Roald Dahl’s ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’ One of our favourite reads!
The students in Digital Technologies have been learning how to program or code their
computers to do simple tasks. They are using the ‘Scratch’ programming software that
allows them to create simple animations with sound effects. They are now working
through a series to projects that will extend their coding skills. They have also been
learning about machines using Technics Lego.
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Rainbow Valley
The Secondary class had an overnight camp at Rainbow Valley as part of their
preparation for the trip to Uluru at the end of Term 2.
They practised setting up their tents, cooking on an open fire and learning general camp
routines.
They also did a 4km training run in the afternoon.
The local indigenous rangers showed the students some of the other areas of the
National park and talked about the different kinds of work that they do.
It was a successful trainng trip that all students enjoyed.
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Outback Marathon
The secondary class partipated in a fitness program during Term 2 and 3 this year as a
lead up to participating in the Outback Marathon at Uluru in late July.
The program consisted of two parts.
A gym fitness component where students improved their aerobic fitness, and strength.

The students also completed a weekly running training program where students were
running up to 10kms at the end of the program. This was done at various locations around
Alice Springs, including the Simpson Bike Path, Desert Springs walking tracks and the
Telegrapgh Station. They also did some cycling.
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In late July students traveled
to Uluru to participate in the
Outback Marathon. Students
were enetered in two events,
6km and 11km races. The
students were sponsored by the
organisers of the event,
Travelling Fit, who provided
accomodation, meals and entry
fees. Without this sponsorship
it would have been difficultt
for the school to provide this
experince to the students.

All the students completed their repective races and were pround wearers of their race
medals. It was a great outcome for all their training throughout the term.
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The next day involved cycling around the base of Uluru, visiting many of the waterholes
and rock formations and relaxing at the campground.
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That afternoon the students enjoyed a camel ride and a walk at the 'Valley of the
Winds'

On the final, night students went to the 'Field of Lights' which is an outdoor art show
with about 50,000 lights covering some of the dunes around Yulara. This was one of the
highlights of the trip.
The Outback Marathon was a very successful excusuion and the students are to be
congratulated on their mature attitude to the traning and participation in the event.
I would also like to thank Janice and Reece for assisting with the excursion and making it
the success it was.
Jim Sligar
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Sydney Trip
In 2015 students and staff from St Ignatius College Riverview came to Yipirinya School
for a week of service experience. Xavier and Lachlan were allocated to Secondary. Xavier
and Lachlan helped students with their academic work where they could. They built good
relationships with all students through helping with their work, playing football, UNO and
allowing the girls to paint their faces.
Our St Ignatius boys wrote letters describing the significant impact Yipirinya students
had made on their individual lives. Both students developed their perception and
knowledge about indigenous culture, learning programs at Yipirinya school and student
life styles. They observed the daily challenges and contrasts faced and the strength and
determination shown to improve all aspects of learning. They learnt that our students
were an ambitious mob with high expectations. They expressed the happiness they
witnessed in the classroom, noting a relaxed teaching and learning environment.

As teachers do we sat around and had a chat about the impact the visit was having on all of our students.
Before we knew it we were devising ways for Yipirinya Secondary students to visit St Ignatius College in
Sydney. The seeds were sown and from this a brilliant trip to Sydney was organized and arranged by the
amazing Katherine Zerounian, Faith in Service Coordinator.

We arrived at Alice Springs airport, excited for what was ahead of us and anxious because most of our students
had not flown before. We finally arrive at Lane Cove, met by Anthony Reilly the RE teacher from St Ignatius
College and the coordinator for indigenous students and families. Anthony has organized a house for
Indigenous and Torres Straight Islander families who wish to visit their children, this is where we stayed, a lovely
6 bedroom house which became our home for a week. Students and teachers sharing together. It was a lovely
experience, lots of sharing, lots of laughs and a totally chilled house! Enjoying tea and toast each evening and
lights out at 10pm.
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Day 2: Kaleb conducted a ‘Welcome to country ceremony’ I was thrilled to be included and
blessed to have a long standing student from Yipirinya school by my side. Fate! We sung
up to country big! Kaleb watches over indigenous families at the college, takes the
students out bush, keeping culture alive. He was a huge hit with the boys at the college
and with our students.
Following the ceremony we were driven to Harbour Bridge with Julia our tour guide and
Peter the bus driver. We all walked across the bridge down to Circular Quay to the Opera
house. We had lunch at Sea Rock Grill, Circular Quay followed by a walk in the area. Later
more fun to come as we hopped on the ferry back to Lane Cove. Living in the Desert
brings an appreciation for water, I love the ocean, boats, sailing, I was in my element.
Once we arrived at Lane Cove we hiked up a lot of stairs which led us to the college.
Once refreshed we headed down to the refectory for dinner, WOW the meals were
amazing! The school even made packed lunches for us each day. How kind and thoughtful.
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Day 3 we arrived at the refectory at 8am for breakfast, as we did each day. Wowza!
Waffles with berries, pancakes and maple syrup, cereal, fresh fruit, eggs, toast, juice, 5
stars all the way. Peter drove us to Taronga Zoo where we met up with Susan and her
students. We went on the mono-rail first looking down over the zoo, just awesome!
Our students couldn’t wait to get down and visit all of the animals. We enjoyed an icecream break before we watched the Seal show. The seal show was so good; everyone was
amazed we have great photos and videos to share. Following the Seal show we went to
watch the ‘Free Flight Bird show’ equally amazing! We returned to the house. Katherine
picked us up at 5pm and took us to the Gourmet Pizza Kitchen Chatswood, oh dear the
pizza was too good! Later we went tenpin bowling.
Our students were thrilled, funky disco lights, arcade and a photo booth included. We
returned to the house elated. Tea and toast was a nightly event, chats about the day,
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Day 4 Long Reef beach, Manly, Could life get any better? Yes! Our students visited Manly
Surf school, they were given lessons about rips and other water hazards, how to stand on
the boards and jump the waves. They were pros in no time. The instructors said our
students were a pleasure to teach, so keen to learn. For lunch, well when at the beach,
you just have to have fresh fish and chips. Yummy!
We returned to the house to freshen up. That evening we were invited to a farewell
ceremony held by Kaleb and the First Nation students including students that had visited
Yipirinys School. I was delighted to see two Saint Ignatius students wearing the Yipirinya
school shirt, apparently the boys bought them from us as a reminder of their visit. Kaleb
and students organized a BBQ and each school exchanged gifts. All of the students
played football, lasting friendships have been formed.

Day 5 We flew back to Alice Springs, students were excited to return home but loved everything they did and
saw. They mentioned they enjoyed living in the house and flying was okay!
Our Secondary students and staff would like to acknowledge; Susan Silk who initiated the dream, Kaleb for the
inclusive ‘Welcome to Country Ceremony’, Anthony Reilly who organized and provided accommodation and
Katherine Zerounian for making the trip happen.
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School Band
Throughout the year a number of enthusiastic Secondary and Year 5 and 6 students have been
learning musical instruments as part of an extracurricular program run by Sallie, Ed and Joseph.
Many students picked up an instrument for the first time and have shown great promise as
budding young musicians. Students have been learning guitar, keyboard, bass and drums, many
learning to play some songs on more than one instrument.
Some students have shown real dedication to music, attending after school rehearsals each
Tuesday of this Semester. These skills will be on display at a concert on Family Day where they
will get the opportunity to perform with Warren H Williams. We look forward to the performance
and to see how far these students can take their music skills in 2018.

Page 45

Yipirinya School Magazine 2017

Yipirinya School Magazine 2017

Page 46

Hippy

Hippy stands for the Home Interaction Program for Parents and
Youngsters, our team go out to people’s homes and guild them to get
their children ready for school.

This year HIPPY Alice Springs had a couple of significant changes. We welcomed three new
tutors to the program, Diandra Dann, Trisha Dowling and Brooke St Clair. All three ladies
have transitioned into their new roles well.
We enrolled 27 new families from 6 different backgrounds. Australian, Indigenous, Polish,
Indian, Maori and Tongan. A great 2017 cohort to participate in HIPPY.
We sadly farewelled Geraldine Stewart after 8 yrs with the HIPPY program. A HIPPY carer,
tutor, then 5 years serving as coordinator. We thank Gerri for her years of hard work and
dedication to the HIPPY program and wish her well in her future endeavours.
This year will see 18 Age 5 participants graduate from HIPPY. We look forward to this
celebration but are also sad to see our families leave after their 2 years on the program.
Overall we have had a busy but thoroughly enjoyable year here at HIPPY and look forward to
what 2018 will bring to our site.
From all the HIPPY Alice Springs Staff we would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a
safe and happy New Year.
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Bell Shakespeare
Artists-in-Residence Programme
We welcomed Bell Shakespeare to our school again for the fifth year in a row. The Bell
Shakespeare company was formed over 25 years ago to produce the plays of William
Shakespeare in a way that was relevant and exciting to Australian audiences.
This year, the play that was performed in sections by all classes from Transition to
Secondary was Shakespeare’s, Macbeth. Macbeth is recognised as one of the more
difficult of Shakespeare’s plays and Yipirinya students performed well beyond
expectations!
Our youngest students performed their own story before performing the introduction to
Macbeth. This was followed by performances from all age groups giving us a shortened
version of this classic story. We even had smoke for our witches’ scene!
Thank you to Huw and Abbie who worked enthusiastically and tirelessly with our students
over a two-week intensive period to pull this off. Students learned the language of
Shakespeare, explored the story of Macbeth, and built on their cooperation, respect and
team-work skills. Many students also improved their level of confidence to stand on stage
and speak out loudly in front of a real audience.
Well done to everyone involved and thank you to friends and family who came along to see
the performance.
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Bush Swimming Carnival
This year, the Bush Schools’ Swimming Carnival was held on Thursday 30th November at
the Alice Springs Aquatic and Leisure Centre. Yipirinya students competed alongside
teams from Ltyentye Apurte (Santa Teresa) and KITES with support from students from
Alice Springs Outcomes.
Students competed in Seahorse relays on noodles, Freestyle, Backstroke, Breastroke and
Butterfly relays, rescue boat relays and mat races. At the end of the carnival students
were allowed some free time and enjoyed playing in the other pools and sliding down the
waterslides.
Well done to all students who participated in the races and tried their hardest.
Thank you to Lara Davenport (Beijing Gold Medalist) and Peter Tonkin (Tokyo Bronze
Medalist) for organising the carnival and to the team at the Alice Springs Aquatic and
Leisure Centre for their support.
Special thanks also to Margaret McLean and Paul from Funky Trunks and Ambassadors
who sponsored the carnival and donated swimming t-shirts to all students who
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Yipirinya School Council Members
Jungala Kriss – President
Conrad Wiseman
Dawn Ross
Harold Furber
Arthur Ah Chee

Cultural Advisory Committee Members
Leonie Palmer - Central Arrernte
Mervyn Rubuntja - Central Arrernte
Amelia Turner - Central Arrernte
Trudi Inkamala - Western Arrernte
Dulcie Sharpe - Luritja
Marleen Tilmouth - Alywerre
Robert Hoosan - Pitjantjara
Charles Gibson - Warlpiri
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Staff
Principal: Lorraine Sligar
Deputy Principal: Carly Steele
Hippy Program
Geraldine Stewart
Mica Fleming

Secondary

Janice O'Regan
Reece Dudgeon
Jeremy Hunt
Language & Cultural Centre

Early Years Learning Centre
Matilda Schoeman
Lisa Braedon
Natassia Gorey
Kelly Adams
Rosslyn Camplbell

Kumalie Riley

Transition
Jill Mennie
Kylie Bethel

Special Needs - Jane Conaghan

Central Arrernte - Jackie Silverton
Luritji - Dulcie Raggett
Western Arrernte - Jennifer Inkamala
Warlpiri - Sara Lee Fishook

Teacher Support and DI Coach
Lou Hattam

Year One
Sallie Fidock
Lachlan Sharpe

Student Pastoral Care - Anne Godde

Year Two
Sharmon Allen
Yasmin Laughton

IT Cordinator - Jim Sligar

Year Three
Gayl Kim
David Blue
Year Four
Deborah Young
Marlene Coombe
Year Five
Meredith Neeson
Susan Walker
Year Six
Anne Godde
Lou Hattam
Suzii Shaw

Music Teacher - Edward Gould

Ancillary Staff:
Yvonne Swao
Colleen Powell
Sherry Lowah
Cathy Wiseman
Bridget Coombes
Justin Coombes
Willem Van Wyk
Neville Satour
Mark Beachley
Les Stuart
Tony Davies
Navi Brar
Helen Ralston
Gracie Siddick
Graham Foot (Footy)
Sari Bathern
Birgit Sittel
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