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School Board - President's Message
2015 saw a change at Yipirinya School in many ways. The
school year began with a change in structure with Lance
Jangala Box taking on the challenge of restructuring the
school’s academic side as well as the normal daily running
of the school in the position of School Administrator.
There were numerous audits and investigations from the
Northern Territory Education Department, this was
mainly due to the fact the previous Principal had failed
to address this issue.
The Federal Government withheld the Federal Funding
of 3.5 million dollars. I was able to talk to the Chief
Minister Adam Giles to speak on our behalf to the
Federal Minister for Education Minister Pyne. We
received our funds. The School Council then set about addressing the ACNC
Australian Charities and not for profit status. This was managed by the schools legal
team at Prolegis Lawyers who specialise in Governance issues.
The School Council then engaged Education Transformations, headed by Andrew
White who had the task of doing a full review of Yipirinya School. Andrew spoke to
the teachers, staff, family members and the wider community to achieve a very
informative and structured report, which will be used to rebuild the schools direction
over the next 5 to 9 years.
Six months down the track the School Council decided to put an Interim Principal to
guide the school to the end of 2015. May 2015 saw changes to the Schools
constitution and introduced nomination forms for the Introduction of the Cultural
Advisory Committee and the School Council to be elected at the AGM. The
nominations that were put forward were, Jungala Kriss, Arthur Ah Chee, Harold
Furber, Conrad Wiseman and Ken Lechleitner. The School Council are responsible for
the running of the school.
The Cultural Advisory Committee advise the School about cultural activities and
languages taught in the school. This committee is made up of the language groups
associated with the school. Anything pertaining to culture, they are responsible to
advise the School Council on. Membership requirements were also introduced for
parents, guardians and interested persons to become member of the association and
have voting rights.
In September the then Business Manager informed the School Council that the school
was running out of money and he recommended the school should be closed down.
Andrew White and the President set about enquiring with the Federal Government in
Canberra for assistance. We were able to rescue the school with an injection of $1.7
million dollars to see us through for the following year when we would receive more
funding.
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November 2015 the school had interviews for a new Principal beginning in 2016. This
saw the appointment of Lorraine Sligar as the new Principal along with Jim Sligar who
was appointed as the IT Coordinator.
After speaking with Kevin Gillan of Northern Territory Education Department, the
Council implemented a new literacy program into the school. The new Principal, had
worked with this program previously and so our school would be introduced to the
Direct Instruction in Term 2 2016.
The end of 2015 saw the school being handed over to the new Principal Lorraine with a
healthy position. During the last week of 2015, we engaged Russell Jaffe to try and
submit funding applications, one of these applications allowed the school to receive 30
IPads.
2016 saw the new year start with a new Principal. For the first time in the history of
the school, a Deputy Principal was introduced into the school, to assist in the running
of the school. Results in our Literacy improved and showed a drastic behaviour
change with the children in the school and in their learning.
In May 2016 the AGM saw the election of the new School Council members’ of 2016 to
2018 of Jungala Kriss, Arthur Ah Chee, Harold Furber, Conrad Wiseman and Dawn
Ross elected to the School Council for a period of 3 years rather than one year. This
was done to allow the new councils, present and in the future to be able to achieve
outcomes over thus 3 years.
The present council has overseen some changes which we feel will prepare the school
to become better in the future and will see more restructuring at the executive levels
of the school to improve conditions for our children and our staff.
We congratulate all our students who have gone from Preschool to Primary, and the
Primary students who are moving up to Secondary, and our Secondary who will
hopefully further their studies at Year 11 and 12.
Thank you to Lorraine and all the staff who have stuck with our changes to improve
our school. Finally, thank you to our Cultural Advisory Committee and the Schools
Governance Council for their support.
Have a happy and safe holiday break and see you in 2017.
From the President
Jungala Kriss

2016 | Yipirinya School Magazine | Page 2

Principal's Message
From The Principal
My first year at Yipirinya School is coming to an end and
what a year it has been! I spent nine years in remote
schools in Western Australia before coming to Alice Springs
and I have certainly enjoyed the change to a town with
shops and services.
This year has been a time of transition and growth after a year of uncertainty and
interim leadership. I believe the school has made the first steps on a new path and the
teaching and non-teaching staff have worked hard to get the school back on track and
working toward our School Vision:
To provide quality education to the children of Indigenous families in Alice Springs
and surrounds so that they are equipped with what they need to live positive and
fulfilling lives.
During the course of this report I will comment on some matters as required for an
annual assessment report which is displayed for public scrutiny. This includes information
available on the “My School” website and results from the National Assessment Program
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests.
Curriculum Matters
NAPLAN
Every year students in Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 sit national tests in literacy and numeracy. We
are required to participate in these tests as part of an agreement with the Federal
Government who provide funding for the
school.
The tests themselves are aimed at
mainstream students who have English as
their first language and at this point in
time they tell us very little about the
progress our students make every day.
NAPLAN 2016 student reports will be
sent home with school reports at the end
of Term 4.
Yipirinya School is in the process of
collecting our own data for literacy and
numeracy which will be regularly assessed
and reviewed so that our teaching
practices can be adapted to best serve
the needs of our students.
Lorraine with members of the Yipirinya Team
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Language and Culture Program
Our language and culture program has continued to develop this year and teachers have
worked with Kumalie Riley to develop programs and resources.
On the 3rd and 4th of November, Kumalie Riley and Jackie Silverton attended the
National Indigenous Languages Teaching and Employment Forum in Adelaide.
On the Friday, they presented the work that is currently being done at Yipirinya to teach
language and culture. Their presentation was very well-received by the forum.
Sarah Lee Fishook has re-established the relationship with other Warlpiri Language
Teachers that form Warlpiri Triangle; A collaborative group of teachers that plan and
develop teaching resources together to ensure consistency in Warlpiri language teaching.
In November, Sarah Lee attended Jinta Jarrimi in Willowra where teachers planned for
the "water" theme as well as how to best teach reading.

Direct Instruction – What is it?
Direct Instruction is a method of teaching based on the theory that clear instruction
with no misunderstandings can greatly improve and speed up learning.
Yipirinya started Direct Instruction as the method for delivery of our literacy program
at the start of Term 2 this year. All students were tested and placed at a level with
other students with the same skills. The groups are organized by the level of program
that is appropriate for students, rather than the year level the students are in.
Students have adapted to this program and have impressed us all with their willingness to
change routines and teachers. We are starting to see some good progress and some of
our secondary students will be testing out of Direct Instruction early next year into
mainstream reading and comprehension. This will open up a whole new world of learning
which we call “reading to learn” rather than “learning to read’. A huge well done to
students and staff who have supported Direction Instruction this year.
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Attendance
Attendance at Yipirinya is managed according to guidelines provided by the Northern
Territory Department of Education.
A roll is marked by each classroom teacher twice each day. Non-attendance may result in
a phone call from our liaison team or a home visit. Continued non-attendance will be
referred to Truancy Officers.
Our attendance figures over the past year have been low, ranging from an average of
47% to 60%.
Studies have shown that students will not make any real progress at school until their
attendance rates are over 80%. This sounds high but in reality this equates to four days
per week. We still have a long way to go with our attendance and I hope to report higher
figures in next year’s report.
Our attendance story is not all doom and gloom and we have numerous students with
excellent attendance figures. We have five students who have achieved attendance rates
over 95% and this should be celebrated.
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Sport and Other Activities
During 2016 our students have participated in a many sporting, cultural and enrichment
activites including gymnastics, hockey, running, culture trips and of course swimming
lessons.
We are very fortunate to have a relationship with the Bell Shakespeare Company who
spent two weeks with students across the school culminating in a wonderful performance
with a Romeo and Juliet finale. Teachers have commented on the increased confidence of
our students after such performances and there is certainly no shortage of acting talent
here at Yipirinya.
We are very grateful to Bell Shakespeare for their continuing support and to Peter and
Abbie for their work with our students this year.

Music
I would like to thank Peter Lowson for his continuing enthusiasm and work with the Drum
Atweme Program. Drumming is a fun activity and our students continue to enjoy their
lessons. An extra bonus of this program is that drumming is a recognized therapeutic
activity with many benefits including promoting a sense of group support and well-being.
Drumming is also a particularly useful activity for children with special needs.
Edward Gould has continued to work with students in the primary school and we have
been lucky enough to hear many songs at our school assemblies.
Our Year One and Year Five students were winners in a national singing competition for
their song in Walpiri, Luritja and Arrernte. An ABC crew filmed the students around
Alice Springs singing after a lot of work from Sallie making props and Ed, Sallie and
Meredith rehearsing with the students. Well done to everybody and I can’t wait to see
the finished version.
I would like to thank Ed for his continuing support this year.
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Staff Matters
Our Assistant Teachers have taken up a huge challenge this year as Direct Instruction
teachers and their professionalism and dedication to our students has been one of the
highlights of the year.
Four students graduated from Bachelor Institute this year:
Yasmin Laughton – Diploma in Education Support
Kylie Bethel – Diploma in Education Support
Reece Dudgeon Certificate 3 in Education Support
Sherry Lowah - PTS for HSC.
This adds to the growing numbers of Assistant Teachers who are gaining qualifications in
their field. Well done to all!
I would like to thank our classroom teachers for their
work this year – we have a great team and I am very
fortunate to have such a group of caring and dedicated
professionals who have supported the new programs
introduced this year.
They have ensured that Yipirinya continues to offer a
unique two way education from our very youngest in
Childcare and Pre-School to our oldest students in
Secondary.
Jane Conaghan has continued her important work with
our students with special needs and she has been a
valuable source of information, resources and contacts
during my first year in Alice Springs. Thanks Jane!
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We cannot forget the work our multi-talented bus drivers and liaison team do throughout
the year led by Willem and Cathy to ensure our students are safely at school and that
we have regular contact with parents.

A special thanks to our cleaners Birgit and Sari and our canteen staff, Navi, Helen and
Gracie for keeping the school clean every day and for providing healthy and delicious
meals for our students.

I would like to thank Carly Steele, our Deputy Principal
who is leaving us to return to family in Cairns, our
front office staff, Yvonne Swao, Michelle Satour,
Sherry Lowah and of course Colleen Powell.
The office staff truly are the face of our school and
they work tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure the
school functions smoothly.
I would also like to thank the Yipirinya Council and
Cultural Advisory Committee for their support during
2016.
I would like to finish by wishing all students and staff
a wonderful and safe Christmas and New Year.
Lorraine Sligar, Principal
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Language and Cultural Centre
Werte arritnye atyinhe Kumalie (Rosalie)Kngwarraye Riley
Hello my name is Kumalie
Ayenge urrkapeme Coordinator nhenhe Yiperinya Culture and Language Center-le.
I am working as the Culture and Language coordinator here at Yipirinya.
Ayenge Language Teacher mapenge ane Kalye
(Deputy Principal) akerte mwerre anthurre urrkapeme-le aneme.
Ayenge akangeke ampe anwernekenhe areye mwerre anthurre angkentyeke akaltye-irrme
Yiperenye School-le.
Alkanhe ikwere arle akngerre-pate anwerneke artweye mape arnterre anthurre warlpale
mapenge urrkapemele angkerreke.
Culture and Language rlterrke akwete atnyene-tyeke, Angkentyeke mwerreke alkaltyeirretyemele anetyeke.
Cultural Advisory Committee Members:
Anwerne apurte irrerltame meeting-ke. Cultural Advisory Committee have been very
supportive in our cultural activities and NAIDOC week celebration and sports this year.
They have supported my role as Culture and Language coordinator here at Yeperenye
School.
I would like to thank our elders for their traditional and cultural knowledge which they
are very passionate about.
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And would like to thank the Language Teachers for their support. I appreciate our great
team work.
Naming of all classrooms in all languages was the highlight of Yeperenye School. They
need to learn traditional stories about each animal/birds and also learn the language from
the language map.
Arrernte Class

Teacher: Jacki Silverton

In all language classes the students have been learning about families, labelling language
words to flash cards they make during lessons.

This year all language classes have been learning about different environments, and
animal tracks during our culture trips
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Cullture Trips:
Telling students to respect the country they’re visiting.
The students love exploring and helping to dig for honey ants and witchetty grubs.

Trevor was such a great digger looking for honey ants.
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Excursion to Simpsons Gap
Jennifer and Jackie storytelling to students
about some very important traditional facts
about animals, plants and the connection to the
country.

The language teachers show the students how to dig for water in the creek bed.
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Warlpiri Class:

Teacher Sara Lee Fishook

In Warlpiri class the students also have been learning about body parts and internal
organs.

Looking and exploring different types of water in different environment.
Western Arrente Class: Teacher Jennifer
They learn about different types of traditional tools and
what trees they are
made of.
The learn about
different editable
traditional local foods,
where to find them, how
to cook them and what
seasons they can be
found in.
Shapes, colours and
smell, texture, classify
whether they are of vegetable type, sweet (honey), from
roots or grow on vines, trees or shrubs.
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NAIDOC Day
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Awards - 2016
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Childcare
Hello Everyone
We have come to the end of a great year and
semester. The children have learned so many
cultural and non-cultural things and really
exceeded their learning this term. The focus of
the last 2 terms was to provide opportunities for
the children to get to know each other (because
of the combining of the childcare and preschool)
and also to help children develop their social,
emotional and language skills, cognitive, creative
and physical skills.
We followed a structured routine and kept the
children busy with cooking lessons on Thursdays
and Bluearth on Fridays. They really enjoyed
learning about measurements, different
ingredients and hygiene when participating in the
cooking lessons. A few things we made were
muffins, coconut and jam biscuits, blueberry and
banana cakes, damper, fruit kebab, jelly and
sandwiches.
The children also looked forward to their Bluearth
activities with Josh on Fridays. The children
participated in activities that involved hand eye
coordination, balancing activities, gross motor
skills, team work, sharing and being part of a
group.
During the term the children also read a lot of
stories and sang nursery rhymes to develop their
language skills as well as learning shapes and
colours. The children learned about saving energy,
road safety, being nice to our friends, different
bugs and they continued growing their veggie
garden. They have also created their own
classrooms rules.

Kohen , Peyton, Tylar and Nyalum
playing “ shop shop”.

All the children playing in the “cubby
house” that they made out of beds

Peyton, Lanie, Nyalum, Kholoe, and Kyanah
developing their creative skills on the
chalk drawing board.

The children also enjoyed the doctor area and
developed their creative and imaginary play as well
as linking their real life experiences with their
learning at childcare and preschool.
We just want to thank all the parents that
supported the child care and preschool throughout
the year.
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Khloe and Kyanah getting messy with
the slime.

Kelly reading a story to the children at
group time about living and growing things.

Khloe, Kyanah, Nesia, Gabby, Anthony and
William painting pictures.

The children having fun in the sandpit.

The children enjoying Bluearth activities
and doing their stretches.

Children making damper.

The children had opportunities to engage
in a range of activities such as puzzles, art
work, playing with the blocks, dancing to
music, playing in the home corner, playing
in the sandpit and riding bikes.
May everyone have a blessed and happy
holiday and Christmas.
Matilda, Lisa, Natassia, Kelly and Rosslyn
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Transition
Our focus this year has been on fairy stories/folk tales. The children have really enjoyed
these and have often been able to make sensible predictions due to their simple narrative
patterns. During first Semester we explored the texts of ‘The Three Little Pigs’ and
‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’. More recently we have enjoyed ‘The Little Red Hen’ and
‘Jack and the Beanstalk’.
In our Literacy sessions, all children enjoy singing the ‘sounds rhymes’ to help them
remember the sound of each of the alphabet letters. Some children are also becoming
quite adept at remembering the names of the alphabet letters as well.
Every morning starts with the children spending time looking at and reading classroom
picture books and sometime also exploring a set of old encyclopedias. Many of them are
beginning to recognize some of the simple sight words that we have learned this year.
It’s so exciting to see the children on the road to reading and discovering the treasures
contained in good books.

As the year has progressed, many children have become skilled at piecing together jigsaw
puzzles correctly. Puzzles are wonderful for focusing attention, developing spatial
awareness and often working cooperatively with other children to successfully complete
one.
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Our most recent excursion with the
Language/Culture teachers was out to
Simpson’s Gap. Due to recent rains, we
were fortunate enough to see many
tadpoles. The children loved being able
to play in the water and dig in the damp
sand.
In Maths, we’ve worked hard on our
numbers, and are becoming more skilled
at not only rote counting, but also at
writing them correctly. In order to more
readily remember the everyday language
of location and direction, the children
were directed to various places in the
playground. Great fun was had by all!

As an introduction to 3D
shapes, everyone used
plasticine to form balls
of various sizes.
Everyone enjoyed the
fact that Maltesers are
also the same shape and
served as a tasty
reminder of the word
‘sphere’.

Children enjoyed the
challenge of continuing
various patterns of objects
set out around the room,
done in the format of
Musical Chairs. When the
music stopped, children
tried to continue the
patterns of objects nearest
to them. These were set out
in either AB or ABC
formations.

It has been a rewarding and busy year for all. The class has become a close-knit and
happy group of wonderful children.
Jill & Kylie
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Year 1
The year one class has had a busy and fun year! It has been fantastic to see so many
students coming to school regularly all year and doing some really great learning.
In term two we started the direct instruction program. The students settled into the
new routine well and have all made excellent progress in the program. We have three
groups for direct instruction, and students are participating in both the signature K
language program and signature K reading program. One of our reading groups has
recently begun to read storybooks, which is an outstanding achievement for year one
students.
One of the highlights of this year was winning a song competition that was run by the ABC
and First Languages Australia. The year one students worked with the year 5 class, Ed
the music teacher and the language teachers to translate a song about body parts into
Arrernte, Luritja and Warlpiri.
Many schools from around Australia entered the competition and we were lucky enough to
win. Our prize was to work with a film crew to make a film clip to go with the song.
The students have been practicing singing the song and are looking forward to going out
around town to film before the end of the year.
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Another highlight for the students was an excursion to Araluen to see the ‘Snugglepot
and Cuddlepie’ stage show. The students also spent two weeks working with The Bell
Shakespeare company to create a short production of ‘Going on a Croc Hunt’, which they
performed for the whole school. Students have also been working on some performances,
which they look forward to showing to everyone at the end of year Christmas concert.
Thank you year one for being such a great class!
Sallie Fidock and Lachlan Sharpe
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Year 2
Year 2 has done lots of fun things this semester and here are a few of them.

Tarzan visited Year 2 for a week in August.
Tarzan was a model student in DI, he said
his sounds on signal and completed his
worksheets. He enjoyed being teacher the
best. That week Year 2 shared a Big Book
about a zoo. Afterwards we completed a zoo
animal word search, Tarzan tried his best to
find all of the words. On the Tuesday
Tarzan joined our ICT class where he used
the 'Paint' software to make a robot
picture.
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In PE we have participated in many things including hockey skills; however, Year 2
especially enjoyed practising their ball skills. Swimming lessons are another popular
activity.

In Health, we have been thinking about the school values, which are 'Be a Learner', 'Be
Respectful 'and Be Responsible'. We learnt that when you use polite words like Please and
Thank you, you are showing the other person respect. We worked together to collage the
words 'Please' and 'Thank You' to make a class display. We look at the display to remind
us to use our polite words.
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Also in Health we have been exploring
feelings and during our work about
feeling scared, we made collage spiders.

In Year 2 we also love to dress up in
the classroom and create our own role
play.

In Numeracy we have been focusing on
exploring number, saying, reading,
writing, comparing and ordering numbers,
we are also connecting numerals to
number words. We have explored and
practised our numbers in a variety of
ways and we particularly enjoyed working
together to complete our activities.
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Year 2 along with Year 1 and Year 4 went on an excursion to Araluen Arts Centre to see
the stage show Snugglepot and Cuddlepie.
Before the show we had lunch under the trees at the park next to the centre and then
had fun playing on the park, followed by watching the show.

Bell Shakespeare drama group visited our school, and Year 2 had fun creating and
practising a story about going fishing. Then we performed our story on the stage with
props in front of an audience.
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Year 3

Year 3 students enjoyed learning how to act on stage with Peter and Abbie from
the Bell Shakespeare Company. At first they were quite shy, but Peter and Abbie
helped them to feel confident about their ability to get up on stage and be actors
for a day. Through this experience they learned to better follow directions and
understand further how doing so enables them to have more fun as well as learn
something new.

Three Year 3 students who love to spend time reading in the library. Their good
behaviour in class earned them time in the library to choose their own books.
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Now the pool has opened for summer, Year 3 is enjoying swimming lessons with
Susan. They are learning how to swim as well as how to be safe in water. To
successfully earn their swimming certificates they need to listen and follow
instructions carefully.

After swimming, Year 3 students wash their swimwear and hang it out to dry. This
helps them learn to be responsible for their own things and to understand that
everything we do requires some effort.
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Each Friday Year 3 goes shopping. They use the money they have earned through
good behavior to buy things from the shop. Before each shopping trip they count
their money, discuss how much certain items may cost and whether they may have
earned enough to buy what they want. If not, they save more money during the
following week until they have enough. This experience is helping them understand
that having what they want requires effort and that sometimes they may need to
wait and work more to get something they would like. It helps them learn the value
of money as well as how to keep count of their money.

Year 3 students attend drumming each week. Again, this helps them understand that it is
necessary to listen and follow instructions in order to learn new things – and have fun.
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Year 4
It seems time has gone really quickly throughout the year. Each term has been very
challenging and exciting. Term 2 began with the new literacy program, “Direct
Instruction”.
In Maths we have been focusing on number sense, addition and learning about 100s, 10s
and 1s in Place Value. We have also learned symmetry which we incorporated into various
art lessons.
Our lessons about measurement took us down to Araluen Park to see how long it took us
and how far it was to get there. Then we took measurements of various equipment at the
park.

Each term we have gone out on Cultural Excursions to various places that have been both
educational and exciting. We have also had opportunities of taking part in lots of physical
activities such as gymnastics, hockey, swimming and cricket. We have also had lots of
visitors from other schools and the Trachoma team were here with Milpa the goanna.
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Music with Ed has taught us how to sing lots of different songs and by the end of the
year we are hoping to be able to sing a song we have learnt at one of the concerts. Also,
this year Bell Shakespeare was here teaching us how to do drama without being “shamed”.
The story line for grade 4 upwards to secondary was “Romeo and Juliet”. There are a lot
of future stars among the classes and I was really pleased to see grade 4 have the
opportunity to show their talents off this year.

I would like to thank all the staff this year for the help and support and hope to see you
all in 2017.
Deborah and Marlene
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Year 5
2016 has been very busy for the Year 5 class. We have participated in Interschool
Sports, playing volleyball ,table tennis , cricket, Softball and Lawn Bowls at various
schools and other locations each Friday afternoon. We have also learnt hockey skills,
gymnastics and of course swimming.
We also joined year 6 in taking part in the Interschool Sports at Braitling Oval where the
students ran, jumped and threw and impressed everyone with their efforts and

We have had visits from a circus where we learnt
some new skills and also visits from Bell
Shakespeare where we rehearsed and performed
Romeo and Juliet and learnt how to perform
“without shame”. The students showed what great
talent they have! We also had lots of laughs
watching a performance of a Midsummer Night’s
Dream earlier in the year.
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We have had an excursion to Olive Pink
Gardens to join in an Eco Science Fair
where we joined in a Habitat Survey of
Olive Pink presented by Land for Wildlife
and Hands on science and design activities
presented by Shell Questacon.
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In class students have been doing some cooking, makng drop scones, pancakes and cup
cakes.
In Maths some students have been working with numbers to 10,000 and the whole class
has been learning about time. We are presently studying graphs and measurement.
At the beginning of second term the school took on the DI approach to language. The
students have coped well with the change and are making excellent progress.

All in all a great year with an awesome group of students.
Meredith and Susan
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Year 6
Hi I’m Lou and I took the task of teaching Year 6 class at the start of term 3, with Suzii
as our assistant teacher.
I’ve embraced the opportunity to work with the students during the small amount of class
time we have together. Every day after Direct Instruction language and reading lessons
we do maths. We are really focusing on becoming strong and confident with the basics,
so that we have something to build on as we get older. We do lots of hands on activities,
such as dice and card games, to help develop our number sense.
In term three we started to look at gardens. We studied the names of gardening tools
and how to use them safely. Students are not allowed to handle the tools until they get
their tool licences.
We also had visit to the Eastside Community Garden to inspire us. We have now done
some planting with Tyler from Bunnings and we are proud of our little vegetable garden
outside our classroom. We are hoping to harvest it at the end of this term and enjoy the
taste of home-grown, fresh produce.
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Term four started with two weeks of drama with Bell Shakespeare from Sydney. The
students did a wonderful job of working together with Peter and Abbie. They had to do
lots of listening and learning to speak the language of Shakespeare. They were great at
supporting each other, practising every day and building self-confidence. After two weeks
they were strong and brave enough to give a funny little performance of Romeo and
Juliet.
In the classroom this term we are doing a
bit of design technology as we learn
about shapes. By the end of term the
students will have built their own little
city using 3D shapes. Thanks Jim for
taking us in IT so we can learn how to use
technology properly.
On the sporting scene we had some
cricket development last term and played
some games against other schools. This
term we will have a few interschool games
of lawn bowls. And of course our
swimming lessons have started with
Susan.
In music we are getting better at
learning new songs with Ed. And we will be
playing some instruments for a song the
school is doing for the ABC.
I congratulate the students on a great
final semester of year 6 and wish them
the best as they move into secondary
school next year.
Finally, I wish to thank Suzii for her
support and commitment to the job. She
has shown true dedication, ensuring that
the students maximise their opportunity
to learn and grow at Yipirinya.
Lou Hattam
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Secondary
What a Fantastic Year we have all had!
Library
Throughout the year students have
selected a number of reading books and
completed writing tasks in response to
each book read. Secondary students have
also taken books home to read, especially
during the holidays.

Direct Instruction
All students continue to develop confidence in reading aloud, decoding and building
vocabulary. Comprehension tasks encourage students to think about what they have read
responding in oral and written form.

PE
This year students have explored a
range of activities including working
out at the gym, running cross
country, in the Inter-school sports
program, participating in the Uluru
marathon run and developing skills in
a variety of ball games, including the
mini olympics.

Page 37 | Yipirinya School Magazine | 2016

Patrick Furber received his Swim Australia certificate and completed a course in First
Aid and CPR.
Outstanding Effort Pat
The secondary students were guests the
Batchelor Graduation for the Assistant
Teachers.

Indigenous Digital Excellence Program
Students learn how to make Lego robots and
program them to move. They also learnt how
to use a drone, making a video.

Bell Shakespeare
Students had a fabulous two weeks with Peter and Abbie from Bell Shakespeare.
Secondary explored dramatic action and play building skills, developing characters and
situations. ‘Romeo and Juliet’ was a hit!
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Outback Marathon
The secondary class partipated in a fitness program during Term 2 and 3 this year as a
lead up to participating in the Outback Marathon at Uluru in late July.
The program consisted of two parts.
A gym fitness component at Traeger Park where students improved their aerobic fitness,
and strength.

The students also completed a weekly running training program where students were
running up to 10kms at the end of the program. This was done at various locations around
Alice Springs, including the Simpson Bike Path, Desert Springs walking tracks and the
Telegrapgh Station.
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In late July students traveled
to Uluru to participate in the
Outback Marathon. Students
were entered in two events,
6km and 11km races. The
students were sponsored by the
organisers of the event,
Travelling Fit, who provided
accomadation, meals and entry
fees. Without this sponsorship
it would have been difficult for
the school to provide this
experience to the students.
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All the students completed their repective races and were pround wearers of their race
medals. It was a great outcome for all their training throughout the term.

The next day involved cycling around
the base of Uluru, visiting many of the
waterholes and rock formations and
relaxing at the campground.
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That afternoon the students enjoyed a camel ride.

On the final, night students went to the 'Field of Lights' which is an outdoor art show
with about 50,000 lights covering some of the dunes around Yulara. This was one of the
highlights of the trip.
The Outback Marathon was a very successful excursuion and the students are to be
congratulated on their mature attitude to the traning and participation in the event.
I would also like to thank Janice, Jeremy and Thomas for assisting with the excursion
and making it the success it was.
Jim Sligar
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Pizza Oven
The secondary students constructed a wood fire pizza oven as part of their VET program.
The many different components of the project were completed over the last three terms.

Preparing wooden frames to sieve sand.

Sieving sand for concrete.

Laying bricks for oven.

Finished concrete block base for
oven with base lego model.
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Hippy

Hippy stands for the Home Interaction Program for Parents and
Youngsters, our team goes out to people’s homes and guild them to
get their children ready for school.

This year we had 43 families in our
program doing age 4 and age 5. We have
regular group meetings every term, we
had fun with the families attending. We
did fun things like, Easter egg hunt. We
also celebrated Hippy week with ice
cream cones for the whole school.
Transition class made Mickey and Minnie
mouse balloons, they were practising the
B sound. We did a treasure hunt at the
Telegraph Station everybody had a good
time. 2017 Enrolment forms are out now.
If you have a child 4 years old and want
to get him ready for school call us at
HIPPY. Hippy is a two year program. We
graduated 20 families this year,
Congratulations to you all.
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Shana Davies left hippy and will
be missed. Thank you Shana for
the wonderful work you have
done this year. Mica and I are
looking for Hippy parents to
join our crew.
Contact Hippy; Geraldine
Stewart or Mica Fleming for
any enquiries on 89525633
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Bell Shakespeare
Artists-in-Residence Programme

The Bell Shakespeare company was formed just over 25 years ago to produce the plays of
William Shakespeare in a way that was relevant and exciting to Australian audiences. Well
… the programme has been taken to another level in central Australia.
In 2013 Yipirinya School Inc received funding from an anonymous contributor to bring
the Arts Educators into our school via the Artists In Residence programme.
Bell Shakespeare Residencies take Arts Educators into some of Australia’s remote
communities. The Residencies enable the building of long-term collaborative relationships
engaging Arts Educators with the community. The programme builds on self-confidence,
group cooperation and imagination.
We are very fortunate that each year the Bell Shakespeare company has been able to
secure funding to enable the programme to continue and develop at Yipirinya School. This
year actors Peter Cook and Abbie Lewis joined us for two weeks in term four.
One of the requirements of the AIR programme is to improve the outcomes each year.
This year’s goal was for every class to perform, and for the middle and upper primary
classes and secondary class to perform a Shakespeare play. Mission accomplished.
Transition, years one, two and three gave some adorable performances of a song, a poem
and a story; years four, five, six and secondary successfully performed their Bell
Shakespeare versions of Romeo and Juliet.
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During the two week intensive visit the students broadened in many different ways. They
learned the language of Shakespeare, they explored the story, they understood the
concept of acting - that it is about pretending to be other people in a story - and they
learned about cooperation and respect, and how good it can feel to work collaboratively.
The most noticeable development in the students was their improved level of confidence.
They had to practise speaking out loudly every day, and remember the words, and finally
speak out loudly in front of a real audience.
The students’ self-confidence has continued beyond the AIR programme and into other
learning areas. Many students have since received awards for confidence and improved
speaking skills.
Next year will be the fifth year of Bell Shakespeare in our school. We look forward to
working with the actors and coming up with some exciting ways to celebrate this
milestone. A big thank you to friends and family who came along to see the performance
and we look forward to your continued support in the future.
Louise Hattam
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Bush Swimming Carnival
This year the Bush Swimming Carnival was held on Thursday 24th November at the Alice
Springs Aquatic and Leisure Centre. Yipirinya competed alongside teams from Yuendumu,
Ltyentye Apurte (Santa Teresa), Ammonguna, and Ntaria (Hermannsburg).
Students competed in Freestyle, Backstroke and Age Relays in the morning. Then after
lunch, the novelty races were held. The students had a ball racing against their teachers
in the Teacher Vs Student relay and then even more fun racing each other in the boats!
Well done to all the students that participated in races, tried their hardest, and
supported all the other students with their loud cheering and applause! All schools said
they had a fantastic day and look forward to returning next year!
Special thanks to the team at the Alice Springs Aquatic and Leisure Centre, NT Swimming
and Dept of Education for their involvement and support.
As well as to Margaret McLean at Funky Trunks who made sure the students at Yipirinya
looked AMAZING!!!

Page 49 | Yipirinya School Magazine | 2016

2016 | Yipirinya School Magazine | Page 50

Around the School
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Yipirinya School Council Members
Jungala Kriss – President
Conrad Wiseman
Dawn Ross
Harold Furber
Arthur Ah Chee

Cultural Advisory Committee Members
Leonie Palmer - Central Arrernte
Mervyn Rubuntja - Central Arrernte
Amelia Turner - Central Arrernte
Trudi Inkamala - Western Arrernte
Dulcie Sharpe - Luritja
Marleen Tilmouth - Alywerre
Robert Hoosan - Pitjantjara
Charles Gibson - Warlpiri
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Staff
Principal: Lorraine Sligar
Deputy Principal: Carly Steele
Hippy Program
Geraldine Stewart
Mica Fleming
Early Years Learning Centre
Matilda Schoeman
Lisa Braedon
Natassia Gorey
Kelly Adams
Rosslyn Camplbell
Transition
Jill Mennie
Kylie Bethel
Year One
Sallie Fidock
Lachlan Sharpe
Year Two
Sharmon Allen
Yasmin Laughton
Year Three
Gayl Kim
David Blue
Year Four
Deborah Young
Marlene Coombe
Year Five
Meredith Neeson
Susan Walker
Year Six
Lou Hattam
Suzii Shaw

Secondary

Janice O'Regan
Reece Dudgeon
Jeremy Hunt
Language & Cultural Centre
Kumalie Riley
Central Arrernte - Jackie Silverton
Luritji - Dulcie Raggett
Western Arrernte - Jennifer Inkamala
Warlpiri - Sara Lee Fishook

Special Needs - Jane Conaghan
Teacher Support and DI Coach
Lou Hattam

Student Behaviour Support - Anne Godde
Music Teacher - Edward Gould
IT Cordinator - Jim Sligar
Ancillary Staff:
Yvonne Swao
Colleen Powell
Sherry Lowah
Cathy Wiseman
Bridget Coombes
Justin Coombes
Willem Van Wyk
Neville Satour
Mark Beachley
Les Stuart
Tony Davies
Navi Brar
Helen Ralston
Gracie Siddick
Graham Foot (Footy)
Sari Bathern
Birgit Sittel
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